
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 23 September 2014] 

 p6697c-6698a 
Mr John Day 

PREMIER’S BOOK AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.04 pm]: Last night I was pleased to 
attend the Premier’s Book Awards, at which 11 of the country’s top authors and two illustrators were 
acknowledged for their contribution to literature. The Premier, who has been a regular attender over the last 
six years, was there to present the awards, which are coordinated by the State Library of Western Australia and 
are now in their thirty-second year. The awards recognise literary excellence in 10 categories, plus the 
prestigious Premier’s prize, which is awarded to the work considered the most outstanding across all categories. 

Critically acclaimed novel The Narrow Road to the Deep North, by Richard Flanagan, was awarded the 
Premier’s prize—another award for an author who is quickly becoming recognised as one of the world’s finest 
literary talents. I was also pleased to see the inclusion of a new category this year that recognises emerging 
Western Australian writers. Mt Lawley–based novelist Yvette Walker received the inaugural Western Australian 
emerging writer’s award for her first book, Letters to the End of Love. The popular, publicly voted people’s 
choice award was awarded to Western Australian author Tim Winton for his novel Eyrie. Yvette Walker and 
Tim Winton were two of four Western Australian talents recognised in the awards, with Albany-based writer 
Dianne Wolfer and Duncraig illustrator Brian Simmonds the joint recipients of the prize for best children’s book 
for Light Horse Boy. 

I congratulate the nominees, short-listed finalists and winners, and I thank the State Library for its role in 
promoting the importance of reading. Literature is an important element of a culturally rich society. Reading and 
understanding the written word can be life changing and it is important we acknowledge those who have the skill 
to tell incredible stories and inspire us to pick up a book. I encourage people to view the complete list of award 
winners, which is available on the State Library website. 
 

 [1] 


	PREMIER’S BOOK AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts


